Water and drought

Experts: Recent snow won’t help much
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At left, Sue Fry, area manager for U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, listens to Laurie Sada, project leader for
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Klamath Falls, answer a question from U.S. Rep. Greg Walden, R-Ore.
The two took part in a Tuesday briefing with Walden on the water shortage impacting the Klamath Basin.

Tuesday morning’s snow was better than nothing, but it didn’t really do much to
change the region’s water availability.

Sue Fry, area manager for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, said Tuesday that the
snow that fell Monday night and Tuesday perhaps added about 1 to 2 percentage points
to the region’s snowpack.

“That’s just telling you snowpack is not very good,” she said.

Fry said there could be numerous reasons why melting snowpack isn’t raising water
levels in Upper Klamath Lake. The region is so dry, much of that melt water is going
straight into the ground, she said. Some of it also could be evaporating.

The recent precipitation could provide some benefit to irrigators just planting cover
crops because it puts latent moisture into the ground to help those crops survive, Fry
said.
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